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Module Aims:

This module aims

To expose the student to the primary Prophets and their texts

To determine the historical, social, political, religious and cultural context of Israelite
Prophecy

To view lIsraelite Prophecy against the backdrop of other Mesopotamian forms of
prophetic activity

Learning Outcomes:
By the end of the module students should be able to:

1. Situate the phenomenon of prophecy in ancient Israel within the context of its near
eastern forerunners

2.Understand the social and religious impact of prophecy in ancient Israel
3.demonstrate a knowledge of the literary and theological structure of prophetic
oracles

4.Show the significance at both the personal and corporate level of the prophetic call

Indicative Module Content:

The module examines the phenomenon of prophecy in ancient Israel, with particular
attention being devoted to the content of the writings attributed to named ‘prophets’
in the Hebrew Bible and the historical, social and religious circumstances from which
they emerged. Inasmuch as it can reliably be reconstructed, the development of
Israelite prophecy will be studied from its earliest appearance in narrative sources
(Deborah, Balaam, Samuel, anonymous "anshey ha-'elohim) to the alleged cessation of
prophecy during the Second Temple period. Religio-historical antecedents and parallels
to Israelite prophecy (e.g. Mesopotamian divination, prophecy at Mari, Assyrian oracle
collections) will also be studied in order to gain some insight into the religious and
social status of the prophet and the nature of prophetic activity.

Learning and Teaching Strategies:

The basic format of presentation will be lectures systematically treating the subject
matter as described in the Indicative Module Content. Students are given specific
weekly reading assignments as well as directed toward extra-curricular reading



proposed by the instructor. Research interests are quickly identified and tutorial
sessions, depending on individual needs of the students, arranged for clarification and
direction, inclusive of suggested extra-curricular reading. Within the classroom context
of lectures, active participation of students in terms of questions and, especially,
discussion is strongly encouraged as a primary way of developing analytical skills,
critical thinking, and clarity of expression.

Assessment:

The module will be assessed by an essay of 2,500 words
Indicative Essay Titles

1. By using the ‘Call to Prophecy’ analyse and discuss how literary structure in
tone, content, and diction give the reader of the Prophetic text an insight into
the nature of Prophecy.

2. Critically assess the view that the primary prophetic activity of Jeremiah was to
call the Israelites back to fidelity to the Covenant through a rejection of the
syncretism of Yahwism with Ba’al worship.

3. Analyse the principle elements of Prophetic activity with a view to determining
whether Prophecy among the Israelites was religious, political or social in its
agenda.

4. Compare TWO of the Mari texts with TWO of the Israelite prophets and critically
discuss the significance of similarity or difference for Israelite prophecy
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