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Module Aims: 
This module aims to examine the fundamental architecture of the metaphysics of Duns Scotus and 
to demonstrate its importance both in the 13th century and in contemporary thought.  
 

Learning Outcomes:  
By the end of this module, students should be able to: 

1. explore in detail the fundamental tenets of Scotus’s metaphysics 
2. show Scotus’s contributions to 13th century metaphysical debates 
3. examine the content and semantic structure of his arguments especially the Parisian proof 
4. show the importance and relevance of Scotus for contemporary metaphysics 
5. read and comprehend the complex metaphysical ideas in Duns Scotus 
6. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of Scotus’s approach to the structuring of his 

arguments 
7. show the place of Dun Scotus within the overall ethos of 13th Century metaphysician 

debates 
8. show the influence and importance of Duns Scotus for areas of philosophical concern today 

such as Philosophy of Language, Philosophy of Religion, Philosophy of Man. 
 

Indicative Module Content: 
 
The module focuses its main attentions on Scotus’s understanding of the proper object of 
metaphysics, for Questions on the Metaphysics of Aristotle, univocity of Being, the Parisian proof for 
the existence of a First Principle from Reportata Parisiensis 1 A, Lectura 39, the formal and modal 
distinctions, and the principle of differentiation with common natures [haecceitas]. The module will 
show Scotus’ engagement with some of the complex problems of 13th century metaphysics and 
demonstrate his unique solutions to these problems. It will then move to show Scotus’ importance in 
the history of European ideas and his relevance for areas in contemporary metaphysics such as 
ontology, philosophy of mind, philosophy of language and philosophical anthropology [more 
commonly called Philosophy of Man] and why Scotus is still both an important and potent 
metaphysician. 
 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
The basic format of presentation will be weekly lectures systematically treating the subject matter as 
described in the Indicative Module Content. Students are given specific weekly reading assignments 
as well as directed toward extra-curricular reading proposed by the instructor. Research interests 
are quickly identified and tutorial sessions, depending on individual needs of the students, arranged 
for clarification and direction, inclusive of suggested extra-curricular reading. Within the classroom 
context of lectures, active participation of students in terms of questions and, especially, discussion 
is strongly encouraged as a primary way of developing analytical skills, critical thinking, and clarity 
of expression.  
 



Assessment: 
 
Students will be assessed by the writing of one essay of 4,000 words. 
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