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Module Aims: 
 
 
 to explore the literary nature, content and style of the Wisdom tradition 
 to examine the questions about human life with which the Wisdom tradition deals 
 to explore the understanding of compassion for the reality of the human condition as it is 

outlined especially in Job and Qoeleth. 
1. To examine and explore the literary genre of the Psalms. 
2. To examine the Psalms in relation to their environment, both social and religious. 

 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 

By the end of the module students should be able to: 
 
1. Understand the literary styles and content of the Israelite Wisdom tradition. 
2. Understand the historical context of the Israelite Wisdom tradition. 
3. Demonstrate a knowledge of the Psalm genres such as; Thanksgiving, Royal, Pilgrim etc. 
4. Articulate an understanding of the theological content of the Psalms. 

 
Indicative Module Content: 
 
The module allows the student to reflect on some of the questions concerning human life which 
they will have encountered in their explorations of Old Testament literature thus far. It examines the 
Wisdom tradition of the Bible and how the difficult and pressing issues concerning the human 
condition are dealt with. It makes particular use of the Book of Job and Qoeleth [Ecclesiastes]  
 The module will also introduce the students to the Psalms. The theology of the Psalms will be 
explored primarily through their literary genres, especially in the pioneering work of Herman Gunkel. 
At least one Psalm of Lamentation (penitential); Todah (thanksgiving); Pilgrim (Ascent Psalms); and 
Hymnic will be analysed  so as to elucidate the relationship between text  and religious meaning. 
 
Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
The basic format of presentation will be lectures systematically treating the subject matter as 
described in the Indicative Module Content. Students are given specific weekly reading assignments 
as well as directed toward extra-curricular reading proposed by the instructor. Research interests 
are quickly identified and tutorial sessions, depending on individual needs of the students, arranged 
for clarification and direction, inclusive of suggested extra-curricular reading. Within the classroom 
context of lectures, active participation of students in terms of questions and, especially, discussion 
is strongly encouraged as a primary way of developing analytical skills, critical thinking, and clarity 
of expression.  



 
Assessment: 
 
The module will be assessed by an essay of 2,500 words 
 
Indicative Essay Titles 
 

• Critically assess whether the Book of Job provides us with an effective strategy for coping 
with the disasters that afflict the human condition, especially death and loss. 
 

• Through a close reading of Qoeleth [Ecclesiastes] and analysis of relevant passages 
discuss the idea that Qoeleth was the first existentialist philosopher. 

• Through the use of Pss. 82,110 & 132, give an outline of the concept of Messianic hope 
personified in the Davidic promise 

• Using both Ps. 8 and the Book of Genesis, discuss the idea that Ps. 8 is a poetic version of the 
Genesis story. 

• Critically assess the contribution of Herman Gunkel to the study of Psalmic  literature . 
 
 

          
 

 
Illustrative Bibliography 
 
 
Bickerman, E., (1967).  Four Strange Books of the Bible: Jonah, Daniel, Koheleth, Esther. 

New York: Schocken 
Brenner, A., (1998)   Wisdom and Psalms: a feminist companion to the Bible.  
   Sheffield Academic Press.  
Brown, W., (2002)  Seeing the Psalms: A Theology of Metaphor, John Knox Press 

   
Bryce, A. (1979).   A Legacy of Wisdom: The Egyptian Contribution to the Wisdom of 

Israel. Lewisburg-London,  
Bullock, C. H., (2001) Encountering the Book of Psalms: A Literary and Theological 

Introduction Baker Academic (Encountering Biblical Studies)  
Clifford, R. J.,( 2007)   Wisdom Literature in Mesopotamia and Israel (SBL - Symposium)  

Brill,  
Davison W. T., (2009),  The Wisdom-Literature of the Old Testament , London, Plessery Press 
Davison, H., (2010)   The Wisdom-Literature of the Old Testament , Routledge, London  
Dreese, J. J. ,   "The Theology of Qoheleth." The Bible Today. (November 1971): 

513-518. 
Gordis, R. (1965).   The Book of God and Man: A Study of Job. Chicago: University of 

Chicago.  
GutiÈrrez, G. (1987).  On Job: God-Talk and the Suffering of the Innocent. Maryknoll, NY: 

Orbis. 
Hunter, A., (2009)  Wisdom Literature (SCM Core Text), SCM Press, London  
Johnston, R. K.,    "'Confessions of a Workaholic'" A Reapprasial of Qoheleth." 



Catholic Biblical Quarterly 38 (1976): 14-28  
Kreeft, P., (1989).   Three Philosophies of Life: Ecclesiastes, Job, and Song of Songs. 

San Francisco: Ignatius. 
Lucas, E., (2004)   The Psalms and Wisdom Literature, SPCK, London 
Perdue, L. G. (1991).  Wisdom in Revolt. Metaphorical Theology in the Book of Job. Journal 

for the Study of the Old Testament Supplement Series 112; Bible and 
Literature Series 29. Sheffield: Almond. 

Perdue, L. G., (2009)  Wisdom & Creation: The Theology of Wisdom Literature by Wipf & 
Stock Publishers,  

Schaefer, K., (2004)  Psalms (Berit Olam: Studies in Hebrew Narrative & Poetry)  
   Liturgical Press.  
Smith, J.E.,(2009)  The Wisdom Literature and Psalms (Old Testament Survey) ,College 

Press Publishing Company, Washington  
Terrien S (2003)   Psalms. Eerdmans.  
Tucker, D., and Ballard, W., (2008) Introduction to Wisdom Literature and the Psalms by Mercier 

University Press, Macon CA 2010-07-31 
Washington, H. C. (1994).  Wealth and Poverty in the Instruction of Amenemope and the Hebrew 

Proverbs. Society of Biblical Literature Dissertation Series 142. 
Atlanta: Scholars. 

Weeks, S., (2008),   An Introduction to the Study of Wisdom Literature (T&T Clark 
Approaches to Biblical Studies) T&T Clarke, London 

Westermann, C. (1995).  Roots of Wisdom: The Oldest Proverbs of Israel and Other Peoples.    
Louisville: Westminster John Knox. 

Whybray, N (1996)   Reading the Psalms as a Book. Sheffield Academic Press 
Wolfers, D. (1995).   Deep Things out of Darkness. The Book of Job: Essays and a New 

English Translation. Kampen: Pharos; Grand Rapids: Eerdmans 
 
Journal 
Perdue, L. G. (1991).  Wisdom in Revolt. Metaphorical Theology    Journal for the  
    in the Book of Job.      Study of the Old 
           Testament  
           Supplement  
           Series 112;  
           Bible and  
           Literature Series 
           29. Almond. 
 
 


